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What is an assessment? 

Rapid evaluation of existing information 

concerning: 
 

• relevant ecological, economic and social conditions 

• trends and sustainability  

• and their relationship to the land management plan within 

the context of the broader landscape.   
 



The Assessment Phase 

 
• 15 important ecological, social, and economic 

resource topics  

• What is out there? 

• What is the trend? 

• What is the potential for the future? 

• What is at risk? 
 

• Use of best available science, local 
information, national perspectives, and native 
knowledge 
 

• Identify how the 1986 Plan needs to be 
revised (determine the “Need for Change”) 



Where will information in the 

assessment come from? 

… through identification and consideration of existing 

information in governmental or non-governmental 

assessments, plans, monitoring reports, studies, and 

other sources of relevant information. 



o New Mexico State Assessments and Plans 

o County Plans and Assessments 

o City Plans and Assessments 

 

o Public Information, including relevant land management plans 

and local knowledge. 

 

o University Reports and Studies 

o New Mexico Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

o Community Wildfire Protection Plans 

o Public Transportation Plans 

o New Mexico Wildlife Data Action Plans 

o Relevant Agency or Interagency Reports, Resource Plans, or 

Assessments (Ex.  Lincoln National Forest Sustainable Recreation 

Strategy) 

Where will information come from? 

Examples… 



1. Ecosystems 

2. Air, soil, and water  

3. Natural processes 

4. Carbon Stocks 

5. At-Risk Species  

IMPORTANT ECOLOGICAL RESOURCES 



Ecological Response Unit (ERU) 

 Ecological Response Units are map unit 
groupings 

 

 ERUs include geographic reference, vegetation 
structure and composition, substrate and/or 
disturbance regime.  Some examples on the Lincoln National 
Forest include Chihuahuan Desert scrub, Mixed Conifer – Frequent 
Fire, and Pinon/juniper Woodland 



Mixed Conifer-Frequent Fire Chihuahuan Desert Scrub 

Pinon Juniper Woodland 

ECOLOGICAL RESPONSE UNIT (ERU) 

EXAMPLES 



Natural processes – System drivers 

These include: 

 Dominant ecological processes,  

 Disturbance regimes, 

 Stressors, such as … 
 Natural succession,   

 Wild fire,  

 Invasive species, and  

 Climate Change;  

 Ability of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems on 

the plan area to adapt to change 



Carbon stocks 

• Carbon stored in the Forest. Mainly in the living  

     things but to a lesser effect the litter and soil. 

At-risk species 

• Endangered, Threatened, and Sensitive Species 

• Species of conservation concern 

Carbon Stocks & At-Risk Species 



Important Social and Economic 

Influences 

6. Social, cultural, and economic   

 conditions 

7. Benefits people obtain from 

 ecosystem services 

8. Multiple uses and their economic 

 contributions  

9. Recreation 

10. Energy and Minerals 

Tent Campers on the Lincoln 

at Bluff Springs 

Logging Truck  

https://ems-team.usda.gov/sites/fs-r03-lnf/2013 Photos/Public Services/PS02.jpg
https://ems-team.usda.gov/sites/fs-r03-lnf/2013 Photos/Fire and Timber/logging truck.jpg


11. Infrastructure 

12. Areas of Tribal  Importance 

13. Cultural and Historical 

 Resources 

14. Land ownership and Use 

15. Existing and Potential 

 Designated Areas 

Swallows and Rock Art 

Infrastructure 

Petroglyphs 

Important Social and Economic 

Influences 



What are ecosystem services 

• Cultural Services 

– Land use,  

– aesthetic values,  

– spiritual and religions values,  

– recreation and ecotourism 
 

• Provisioning Services 
– Forage,  

– livestock,  

– forest products,  

– fresh water 

 



• Supporting Services  
– Nutrient cycling,  

– soil formation,  

– primary production 
 

• Regulating Services 
– Carbon storage,  

– air quality,  

– climate regulation,  

– water regulation,  

– erosion regulation 

 

What are ecosystem services 



LNF Forest Plan Revision 

Timeline 

Summer 2016 

Outreach and 
Engagement 
Internally and 

Externally 

Develop 
Assessment, 
Review, and 

Release 

Summer 2016 - 

Fall 2017 

 

Notice of Intent 

Formal Scoping 

Development of 
Alternatives 

Fall 2017 – 

Spring 2019 

 

 

Public Review of 
Draft Plan/DEIS 

Response to 
Comments and 

Adjustments to the 
Plan/DEIS 

Spring 2019 - 

Summer 2019 

 

Notice of Objection 

Final EIS 

Record of Decision 

Summer 2019 and 
Beyond 

 

Implementation and 
Monitoring 

Phase 1 

Assessment 

Phase 1 

Assessment 

Phase 2 – Environmental Impact Statement 

2016-2019 

Phase 2 – Environmental Impact Statement 

2016-2019 



For more information… 

• Forest Plan Revision Website 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/lincolnforestplan 

 

• Links to: 
• 2012 Planning Rule  

• Final Directives 

• Region 3 Planning 

• Sign Up for Mailings 

• Associated Documents 

• Q&A 

 

• Email: 
     lnf_fpr@fs.fed.us 

 

 

 



At The Same… 

• Evaluating Wilderness On The Lincoln  
 

Inventory, Evaluation, Analysis, & Recommendation: 
• The 2012 Planning Rule requires us to Inventory all suitable lands on 

the Forest that could be eligible for wilderness designation 
 

• Areas identified in the inventory stage will be Evaluated on their 

wilderness characteristics 
 

• Areas that have the necessary wilderness characteristics MAY be 

further Analyzed in the Environmental Impact Statement 
 

• After analysis, areas MAY be Recommended to CONGRESS for 

inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System 
 

• Congress decides if and/or when an area is designated Wilderness  
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